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WEATHERVATIES AS TREASURE 
INSERTS IN TAPE LIGRARY) 

AND NOW, COLLECTORS' CORNER ... THE VOICE OF ANERICA 
SERIES OF PROGRAHS FOR LISTENERS WHO COLLECT THINGS -- 
WHETHER THEY BE STAMPS OR COINS, SNUFF BOTTLES OR OLD 
AUTOS, OR MERELY BALLS OF STRING. HERE IS 
VITH THE STORY OF A COUPLE WHO COLLECT AND SELL A 
FAST-DISAPPEARING FORM OF AMERICAN FOLK ART -- 


WEATHERVANES. 


ONCE, WEATHERVANES WERE A FIXTURE OF THE AMERICAN 
LANDSCAPE, PERCHED ATOP CHURCHES, TOt!l! HALLS, AND 
BARNS, THEY INDICATES THE WIND DIRECTION TO FARMERS 
AND ANYONE ELSE WHO MIGHT CARE TO KNOW IT. THE 
EARLIEST AMERICAN WEATHERVAI'SS, MADE IN THE 1600'S, 
VERE PROBABLY CARVED OF '!00D, BUT MOST OF THOSE THAT 
SURVIVE TODAY ARE OF METAL -- CAST OR FORGED IRON OR 
COPPER. OLD WEATHERVANES ARE BECOMING MORE AND 

MORE VALUABLE. JOHN AND JANET WALLACH, A YOUNG COUPLE 
WHO LIVE IN THE FASHIONABLE WASHINGTON NE IGHRORHOOD 
CALLED GEORGETOWN, BEGAN COLLECTING WEATHERVANES 
ABOUT EIGHT YEARS AGO. JANET TELLS HOW THE DEMAND 
HAS INCREASED SINCE THAT TINE: 


"THE FIRST PIECE THAT ‘IE GOT WAS A 17TH-CENTURY 

SHEET IRON WEATHERVANE THAT HAS THE ORIGINAL PAINT 

ON IT. IT'S A HORSE, AND IT'S PAINTED BORIIN WITH 
BLACK MANE AND TAIL. AND IT WAS SO EXCITING TO 

FIND THIS PIECE. WE PAIC FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS, WHICH 
WAS CONSIDERED OUTRAGEOUS AT THE TINE; TODAY, IT'S 
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PROBABLY WORTH ABOUT FIVE OR SIX TITIES AS MUCH, AND 
EVERYONE WHO COMES It HERE WHO KNOWS ANYTHING ABOUT 
AMERICAN FOLK ART WANTS TO BUY IT." 

THE WALLACH HOUSE IS A HUSEUM OF WEATHERVANES FROM 
EVERY PERIOD OF AMERICAN HISTORY. IN ADDITION TO THE 
17TH=CENTURY IRON HORSE, THE WALLACHS Ot! A RARE 
1STH-CENTURY WOODEN ROOSTER, AND A NUMBER OF 19TH 
CENTURY COPPER HORSES, SOME OF THEM BEAUTIFUL 

ENOUGH TO BE ENJOYED AS SCULPTURE ALOWE. MRS. WALLACH 


EXPLAINS HOt! COPPER WEATHERVANES WERE USUALLY MADE: 


CuT TWO -- VIALLACHI 

"A VIOOD PATTERN WAS DESIGI:ED BY A TRUE ARTIST, AND 
THEN THAT \!AS USED TO ilA‘:c THE COPPER MOLDS. AND 
THEN THEY WERE MADE OUT OF FULL-BODIED COPPER THAT 
VAS POURED OVER THE MOLDS. \WHAT MAKES THEM 
INTERESTING IS THE PATINA THAT CAN BE FORIED ON 
THEM, AFTER A\VHILE, AS THE COPPER AGES, IT TAKES 
OM A BEAUTIFUL GRECI! COLOR AS IT OXIDIZES. SOME OF 
THE EARLIER COPPER ONES ALSO WERE MADE WITH IRON 
HEADS SO THAT THEY WOULD BALANCE BETTER." 
VEATHERVANES CONE IN MARY SHAPES. JANET WALLACH 
SAYS TifAT MOST OF THEI1 REPRESENT ANINALS -- ROOSTERS, 
HORSES, COWS AND BULLS, AN OCCASIONAL DEER, AND AT 
LEAST ONCE IN HER EXPERIENCE, A DRAGON. GROWING 
AMERICAN NATIONALIS!Hi OURING THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
LED TO A PROLIFERATION OF AMERICAN EAGLES DECORATING 
ROOFTOPS AND TON HALLS. BUT HANY WEATHERVANES 

WERE DESIGNED TO ECHO THE PURPOSE OF THE BUILDINGS 
THEY ADORHED. THE SCALE MODEL OF A LOCOLOTIVE 

TOPS THE RAILROAD DEPOT AT WHITE RIVER JUNCTION IN 
THE NORTHEASTER!! STATE OF VERHONT. SOME FIREHOUSES 


HAD WEATHERVANES IN THE SHAPE OF FIRE TRUCKS WITH ALL 
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DESIGNED BY KNOWN ARTISTS, SUCH AS THE GILDED 
GRASSIHIOPPER, MADE BY SHEIM DROVWNE, THAT ROTATES 
ABOVE BOSTON'S FANEUIL HALL. BUT MRS. WALLACH 
POINTS OUT THAT MOST \WEATHERVANES WERE DESIGNED FOR 


USE, NOT JUST ADMIRATION, 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- tlALLACH 


"THE WEATHERVANES THAT \'E CHERISH SO MUCH TODAY \/ERE 
REALLY MADE TO BE USED AS WEATHERVANES. IN FACT, A 
GREAT DEAL OF THEM WERE MADE IN FACTORIES IN THE 1800'S. 
AFTER AWHILE, WHEN WEATHERVANES WERE NOT NEEDED SO 
MUCH, WHEN WE WERE NOT SUCIf AN AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, 
PEOPLE STOPPED USING THEM, STOPPED BUYING THEM FROM 
CATALOGS FOR TWO-FIFTY OR THREE DOLLARS APIECE, 

AND IT EVEN GOT TO THE POINT WHERE THEY 

WERE SO UNPOPULAR THAT SOME WEATHERVANE MANUFACTURERS 
JUST SIMPLY TORE UP THEIR ORIGINAL PATTERNS AND THRE\! 
THEM AWAY." 


NARR: THE NEW POPULARITY OF \IEATHERVANES AS RELICS OF A 
BYGONE AGE HAS SPAWNED A NEt! BREED OF CRITINALS 
IN THE UNITED STATES == WEATHERVANE THIEVES. HOPING 
TO CASH IN ON THE HIGH PRICES OLD WEATHERVANES 
COMMAND, THE THIEVES HAVE NEARLY STRIPPED THE NEV 
ENGLAHD COUNTRYSIDE OF THESE TREASURES IN SOME AREAS. 


DESPITE PERSISTENT RUMORS THAT THE THIEVES USE 


HELICOPTERS AND ROPES TO PULL OFF THEIR CRINES, 

POLICE SAY IT'S MORE LIKELY THEY SIMPLY CLIMB THE 

ROOFS OF OLD BUILDINGS t!HEN NO ONE IS LOOKI'IG AND 

CARRY OFF THEIR BOOTY. SOME OF THE STOLEN WEATHERVANES 
HAVE BEEN RECOVERED DY POLICE INVESTIGATION OF ANTIQUE 


SHOPS AS FAR AS SEVERAL HUHDRED MILES CKILOMETERS) 


ONE THIEF EVEN TRIED TO STEAL FANEUIL HALL'S 
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FAMOUS GRASSHOPPER IN BOSTON -= BUT VAS APPARENTLY 
SURPRISED Tit THE ACT. THE DETECTIVE WHO FOUND IT 
HIDDEN INSIDE THE OLD BUILDIi'G WAS A DESCENDANT OF 
THE FAMOUS ANERICAI! PATRIOT PAUL REVERE, \WHO MAY 
HAVE GAZED AT THAT VWEATHERVAHE ON THE VERY DAY HE 
HMADE HIS MIDNIGHT RIDE TO WARN COLONIALS THAT THE 
BRITISH TROOPS WERE PLANNING TO CLAMP DOWN ON THE 


REVOLUTIONARIES. 


THIS HAS BEEN COLLECTONS' CORIIER, NOTES ON THE WORLD 
OF COLLECTORS ‘IJHO BUY AND SELL AND, ABOVE ALL, CHERISH 
THINGS FROM STAHIPS TO ... WEATHERVANES. NEXT 

WEEK CAT THIS TIME), ANOTHER LOOK INTO THE COLLECTORS! 
CORNER, THIS IS . 
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